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Spotlight: Alberto Puerto Crafts The Sound Of

Classical Guitar
Tuesday, November 4, 2025

Alberto Puerto during concert at Dorn Building (Photo Courtesy of Jose Angel Castro)

By Michelle Solomon, Editor

Guitarist, composer and arranger Alberto Puerto was born in Havana. It was there, he says, that he

was drawn to what the guitar could become. He moved to Miami in 2017 and said the Magic City

“became both a stage and a laboratory for what the guitar could become.” miamiartzine.com

spoke to Puerto about his work and his development of a methodology, which has made him one

of the foremost instructors of guitar. He is currently working on an album "Visa for a Director

Object,” a compilation that reimagines iconic Latin American songs with a fresh twist, blending

Miami diaspora influences for a deep dive into the city's cultural conversations. He founded his

music school, Alberto Puerto Music, to continue to pass on the craft and the methodology he
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developed. He also hosts Master His artistic medium: Classical guitar, composition, and intermedia

collaboration

miamiartzine.com: How would you describe what you do?

Alberto Puerto: I am a guitarist and composer intent on expanding the role of the classical guitar in

the twenty-first century. My work lives at the intersection of tradition and experiment: adapting

popular songs to classical forms, integrating jazz and Latin American colors, and creating chamber-

like settings that are at once intimate and expansive. At its heart, my practice is about creating

spaces where the guitar is both familiar and surprising, accessible without losing its rigor.

Alberto and Kuyayky live at the Dorn Building. (Photo Courtesy of Odette Photo Art)

maz: How did you get started?

AP: I began in Havana, immersed in a culture where the guitar is never far from daily life. Early on, I

was drawn not just to repertoire, but to the instrument's capacity for dialogue, with voice, with

percussion, with other instruments, and with disciplines beyond music. When I arrived in Miami in

2017, I found an environment that invited me to keep stretching those dialogues. This city became

both a stage and a laboratory for what the guitar could become.
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maz: Who or what are your influences?

AP: My influences range widely: the lyricism of Latin American composers, the structural precision

of classical masters, and the rhythmic vitality of indigenous Andean and Afro-Cuban traditions. I

have also drawn energy from collaborations with local Miami artists, vocalists, percussionists,

visual artists, who remind me that the guitar is never static, always absorbing the pulse around it

Alberto Puerto. (Photo Courtesy of Odette Photo Art)

miamiartzine.com: What inspires your work?

Alberto Puerto: The guitar inspires me precisely because it is both fragile and resilient. A single

plucked string can suggest intimacy, yet the instrument can also command a room. I am inspired

by its contradictions, and by the possibility of reshaping the context in which audiences encounter

it. A salon, a gallery, a neighborhood stage, these are as fertile as the concert hall.

maz: How does Miami/South Florida influence your work?

AP: Miami is a city of crossings, of languages, cultures, and diasporas. Since settling here, I've felt

encouraged to break boundaries, whether by blending classical arrangements with popular songs,
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or by curating collaborations that draw on the city's jazz and intermedia scenes. Miami audiences

are open, diverse, and curious; they make it possible to reimagine the guitar for settings beyond

the elite recital hall.

maz: How would you describe your work?

AP: It is lyrical, hybrid, and collaborative. I am committed to acoustic excellence, but equally to

accessibility: creating performances where a listener new to classical music feels at ease, and

where connoisseurs hear something unexpected. My albums, The Great Cuban Suite (2021) and my

forthcoming project surveying Latin American genres, follow this path.

maz: What was your “aha” moment where you knew that you had “arrived” as an artist?

Guitarist, composer and arranger Alberto Puerto (Photo Courtesy of Miri Paez Bolet)

AP: The release of The Great Cuban Suite in 2021 was a turning point. The album received a

Cubadisco nomination, but more importantly, it confirmed that my instinct, to bridge classical

forms with Cuban and Latin American roots, resonated with audiences beyond my immediate

circle. That recognition gave me both confidence and responsibility to keep pushing the guitar

forward.
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maz: What has been the most unusual reaction to your work from the public?

AP: One of the most powerful and unusual reactions I've received was from a listener who, after a

show, told me that my guitar "sounded like a voice remembering." That phrase has stayed with me.

It showed me that the music had transcended just being sound and had become something more

personal and deeply resonant, it had become memory itself. In those moments, I'm reminded that

the true impact of art is often found in the unexplainable, in that space where interpretation and

emotion connect.

maz: What would you like to achieve as an artist?

AP: My goal is to continue widening the audience for classical guitar by creating projects that are

rigorous yet welcoming, rooted in tradition yet open to experimentation. I want my work to inspire

both new generations of guitarists and audiences who might never have considered the

instrument in this way.

WHAT: Harvest of Color: Pre Basel Studio Night

WHEN: 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 15 featuring selected works by Juliana Bukowitz

WHERE: 357 Almeria Ave., Coral Gables.

INFO AND RSVP: www.albertopuerto.com or (786) 564-7300.

Also Happening in the Magic City
Movie Reviews

'Train Dreams,' 'Springsteen' Are Introspective Character Studies

MOVIE REVIEWS: Our roving film critic checks out two movies that dive deep into their characters. But are they worth seeing? Ruben

Rosario has the reviews.

Festival Report
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Kenny Chesney Brings 'Heart, Life, Music' and Stories to Miami Book Fair

MIAMI BOOK FAIR: The Miami Book Fair kicks off with Kenny Chesney talking about his new book, Heart Life Music." Michelle F.

Solomon talks to the country star.

Editors Picks

What's Happening: Enjoy Local Arts

WHAT'S HAPPENING: What's happening in the Magic City? miamiartzine.com has the list.

Arts at Large

Doral International Art Fair Returns For Its 3rd Edition

ART FAIRS: The Doral International Art Fair was created in 2023 as a way to bring contemporary art beyond Miami's galleries and

into downtown Doral.
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Rosemarie Chiarlone Maps Trajectories at The Wolfsonian

Editors Picks

What's Happening: Enjoy Local Arts

Miami Film Festival GEMS Opens With 40 Films From 20 Countries

Festival Report

Kenny Chesney Brings 'Heart, Life, Music' and Stories to Miami Book Fair

Lights Up On Stage

Zoetic Stage Kicks Off Its Season With Compelling 'The Mother'

Miami City Ballet Opens Its 40th Anniversary With 'Peck: In Motion'

Movie Reviews

'Train Dreams,' 'Springsteen' Are Introspective Character Studies

Four Fall Movies Give Prestige Makeover To Genre Fare

Poetic 'River' Flows Through Florida's Past And Present

Season Previews

Season Preview: Dances of the Season

What's On Its Way From Broadway To Miami For 20 Year Anniversary?

Theater Reviews

Actors' Playhouse Serves Up a Mighty Fine 'Spitfire Grill.'

At GableStage, 'Harry Clarke' Is A One Man Tour-De-Force

Review: 'The Wiz' Eases Into The Arsht Center
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